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“The LORD bless him!” Naomi said to her 
daughter-in-law. “He has not stopped 
showing his kindness to the living and the 
dead.” She added, “That man is our close 
relative; he is one of our kinsman-redeemers.”

Ruth 2:20

Group Study Introduction

Use the following questions and exercises as your group time allows. Feel 
free to skip one or more questions in each section as necessary. If you have 
less then thirty minutes for group discussion, we recommend skipping the 
“Getting Started” section. Be sure to save time for prayer at the end of your 
meeting, using the “Strength through Prayer” section.

Getting Started:

In this segment, Joe Stowell mentions a “camp romance.”

 • Have you ever have had that kind of romance—one that    
               springs up quickly but fades away just as fast? 

 • If you are (or have been) married, can you relate to the            
                romantic ideals Joe describes—followed by the crashing     
     reality, “And then you got married!”? 

Strength through Scripture:

Open your Bibles to Ruth 2 and have a volunteer read verses 17–23 out loud. 

1. Do you agree with Joe’s assertion that happiness is not the intended end 
game of marriage?

2. Which attitude and perspective is worse: the person who says, “Marriage 
is all about being happy,” or the person who asks, “Are you happy—or are 
you married?”

3. Why was it important for Ruth and Naomi that something happen 
between Ruth and Boaz?
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4. Why was this romance so important to God?

5. How often do you think about the wonderful ways God might want to 
use the children in your family as they get older? How strongly do you 
believe that a great stewardship of marriage is not about happiness but 
about raising a godly generation that God can use long after we’re gone?

Digging Deeper:

If your group has enough time (i.e., you’ve listened to the audio on your 
own), answer one or more of these optional questions. 

1. How hard is it for you to release your children (or other loved ones) for 
the sake of the impact God could make through them—particularly if it 
might involve them going somewhere like Ukraine as a missionary?

2. In the story of Adam and Eve’s sons Cain and Abel, how do we see that 
Satan’s first attack against the family was on its generational impact for 
God?
                                                                                    
3. How do you feel about Joe’s statement that although two-career marriages 
aren’t wrong in and of themselves, their generational impact is often 
negatively affected as life becomes “all about me and my career”? 

Strength through Sharing:

1. In your own circle of relationships, how do you see Satan working 
overtime against generational impact? 

2. Read the “Call to Action” below. Is there something you need to do in 
order to “clean up your house”? 
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Strength through Prayer:

Spend a few moments as a group in silent, personal prayer. Thank 
God for His gifts of marriage and family and commit yourself to 
honoring His intentions for them.

You may want to begin your prayer with these words:

“Thank You, Lord, for your wonderful gifts of marriage and family. 
I acknowledge that marriage—like all aspects of life—is not about 
happiness; it’s about holiness. May my marriage and other marriages 
in my family and congregation show a watching world about 
Christ’s relationship with Your church. And I want to be a part of 
raising up a godly generation that You can use long after I’m gone. 
Help me to stand up against the flow of Satan’s attacks on the young 
people of this emerging generation. With Your guidance, power, and 
grace, I will make sure my ‘house’ is clean.” 

When you are finished with this time for silent, personal prayer, 
you may want to move into a time of group prayer, praying for one 
another.

Closing Call to Action:

Just as we clean up our house when company is coming, let’s take 
seriously the need to “clean up our house” so that our families can 
reflect the glory of God as our children grow to carry God’s work 
into the next generation.

Only you can say what that will mean for you. For example, 
what kind of music are your kids listening to? Parenting is not a 
popularity contest. There are some times when you just have to 
say, “You know what, in our house we don’t listen to that kind of 
music.” Tell them why: “Those words are destructive; Satan will 
use them in your heart to defeat you and destroy you.”

What kind of TV programs and movies do you let your kids 
watch? What kind of TV programs and movies do your kids see 
you watching? Do you have parental controls on the Internet? 
Whatever it takes, it’s time to clean up your house so that you can 
be a part of the wonderful plan of God to rear a godly generation 
that is powerful for Him in their day.
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